Message Notes -
The ACTS of the DEPLOYED!

Acts 15:1-21

'Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: "Unless
you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved." *This
brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas
were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles
and elders about this question.

Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said,
"The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the law of Moses." ®The apostles
and elders met to consider this question. "After much discussion, Peter got up and ad-
dressed them: "Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that
the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. ®God, who
knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he
did to us. °He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their hearts by
faith. *°Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of the disciples a
yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able to bear? **No! We believe it is through
the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are."”

The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about
the miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. *When
they finished, James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me. **Simon® has described to us how
God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself. °The
words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written:  *®" 'After this | will re-
turn and rebuild David's fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it, *"that the
remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord,
who does these things™ *®that have been known for ages.

9|t is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who
are turning to God. ®Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food
polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from
blood. For Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in
the synagogues on every Sabbath."

Acts 10:28

He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with
a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that | should not call any man impure or
unclean.

Acts 10:34-35
%Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favorit-
ism **but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.

Matthew 7:1-5

Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2For in the same way you judge others, you will
be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. *"Why do you look at
the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own
eye? “How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all
the time there is a plank in your own eye? °You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.

Ephesians 2:8-9
®For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God— °not by works, so that no one can boast.

Galatians 5:16-26

1830 | say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.
YFor the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is con-
trary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what
you want. *®But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. **The acts of the sinful
nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; Zidolatry and witch-
craft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions **and
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did before, that those who live
like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. #But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, “gentleness and self-control. Against
such things there is no law. *Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful
nature with its passions and desires. *Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with
the Spirit. “Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
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